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which a program of social reforms of general interest is theoreti-
cally discussed. But the practical question that dominates the
deliberations is to decide on what conditions the delegates may
be admitted to sit in the Congress, that is, whether delegates from
the anarchist groups should be refused or admitted. This is the
ground of dispute between the semi-anarchistic socialists and the
*k authoritarians " or Marxists.

The first Congress, at Ghent in 1877, was a victory for the
" authoritarians." The anarchists had been admitted to it, and
another attempt at conciliation was made. The organization fA
production was discussed; the anarchists proposed their ideal
of free productive groups keeping in harmony with each other
by force of common interest without any higher power over
them. The Authoritarians carried the principle that the state,
representative of the whole people, " should own the land and
the instruments of labour." They also pronounced labour-
unions " one of the most efficacious means in the struggle of
labourers against being exploited by capitalists."

The Congress of 1881, whose meeting at Zurich was prevented
by the government, was reduced to the Conference of Coire,
which was not large enough to take action. The meetings of
1883 and 1886 were reduced to conferences held at Paris by
French Possibilists and English delegates from the trade unions;
the Marxists refused to consider them real congresses.

The division of French socialists was shown by the two con-
gresses held at Paris on the same day, July 14, 1889. One,
convoked by the Possibilists and chiefly French (524 French
delegates out of 606), demanded "complete education/' mini-
mum wage, and workshops supported by the government. The
other, that of the Marxists (221 French delegates out of 395),
voted the Marxist doctrine, equal pay for .women, liberty of
coalition, resolutions in favour of the eight-hour day, prohibition
of labour of children and women, prohibition of unhealthy and
night labour, rest of thirty-six consecutive hours each week,
suppression of employment offices and employers' bureaus, and
the creation of factory boards of inspection, composed one-half
of workingmen. It invited the proletarians of all nations to or-
ganize an international demonstration for the eight-hour day, on
-the Labour festival of May I. It condemned standing armies
and made a demonstration at the graves of the " martyrs of the
Communed"

The Congress of Brussels, in 1891, demanded, for admission,